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SMALL CHANGE
By Nancy Jones-Bonbrest | Special to the Sun 

EXCERPT:

Lee Raia, owner of Re/Create Your Space® and Real Estate Styling®, LLC in Baltimore said more people are scaling down the size of their (design and home improvement) projects and opting to work with what they have.

"Two years ago, everyone was remodeling their kitchens. Now people are looking for more affordable updates.”

The right color paint on the walls and rearranging furniture are two sure bets when it comes to sprucing up a home. She also suggests what she calls "editing" or paring down items such as heavy, layered window treatments. "We move things into our home and continue to add more and more. There's a lot to be said for subtracting," said Raia, who charges $100 an hour for her redesign services.

For color consultations, she said it's important to take into account other colors found throughout the house and to find just the right hue to pull a room together.

Re/Create Your Space grew out of her business staging homes for real estate agents, who would then ask her to make design changes to their own homes. "We tend to place a sofa in one spot and it never moves," she said. "Just moving things around can make a real difference.”
